Food & Wine
Home to the state’s most diverse crop base, you can bet Caldwell is proud of its roots. For generations,
families have produced award-winning fruits, vegetables, grains, spices and more, and they are eager to
share with visitors and locals alike.
With such easily accessible farm-to-fork goods, no wonder local chefs are setting up shop in Caldwell.
Our award-winning restaurateurs butcher their own beef, craft original recipes, and perfectly pair the
freshest food with the area’s finest wines. Dining choices range from classic steakhouses to ethnic
eateries; comfy coffee bars to riverfront patios—enough to suit anyone’s hankering!
Idaho’s Snake River Valley was designated an American Viticultural Area (AVA) in 2007—the first in the
state! This is an important distinction that lets everyone know that the southern portion of the state is
America’s next great wine region.
The Snake River Valley, with its combination of microclimates, soil and other growing conditions, is now
officially recognized as a unique grape growing region capable of producing excellent wines. There are
12 wineries within Caldwell city limits, and more within a short drive. These wineries produce awardwinning Chardonnays, Cabernet Sauvignons, Merlots, Rieslings and Pinot Noirs. One Caldwell vineyard,
Koenig Distillery and Winery, also produces award-winning classic European eau-de-vie fruit brandies
using the area’s finest peaches, apricots, plums, pears and cherry varieties.

Idaho Gets Corny
When many people think of corn, they think of the midwest. But Crookham Company, based
out of Caldwell, has been making corn pop since 1911—literally! Established in 1911, Crookham
Company was started to meet the country’s demand for popcorn seed, but soon after starting,
founder George Crookham realized the Treasure Valley was one of the best area’s in the
country for seed production. Fast-forward to today, and Crookham Company has one of the
world’s largest popcorn seed banks, the largest sweet corn seed bank, and was the first
company worldwide to produce hybrid sweet corn on a commercial sale. The seeding process is
a fascinating one, and one that many home gardeners don’t think too much about.
College of Idaho Football Team
The original College of Idaho Yotes played their last football game on Nov. 12, 1977 against the
Pacific University Boxers. Thirty-seven years later, the team was reinstated for the 2014-15
football season, and played their opener against the Boxers.
C of I’s football team has had such famous past players as current Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter
and Bitner Vineyards founder Ron Bitner. The support from the local community for the “new”

football team has been overwhelming, and the boon to local economy astounding. In a town
that in the past has known its fair share of economic depression, restaurants are thriving (and
opening on days they’d usually be closed), students are excited and residents and alumni are
tailgating together to root on their beloved Yotes.

